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San Luis Yacht Club 
DINGHY PROCEDURE & USE AGREEMENT 

 

SLYC has an inflatable dinghy available to members who have both paid the annual fee to use Second Wind, and have 

gone through the on the water orientation for Second Wind and received an A or B level rating from the Boat 

Committee.  The dinghy is a 10-foot Tobin Sport, and is stored in skiff rack #6 on the Harford Pier.  

The dinghy is intended to provide access for SLYC Sailors going to and from Second Wind.  Other uses of this dinghy are 

not permitted without prior permission from the Boat Committee or the SLYC Board of Directors. 

The dinghy is stored in skiff rack #6 with a manual air pump, aluminum oars, a flashlight, a patch kit, (2) thwarts (seats), 

and a rope harness for lifting the boat off and on the pier.  These items need to stay with the dinghy at all times.  Do not 

remove or modify the rope harness.   

The dinghy should not be used by anyone who is not competent at rowing a dinghy.  Use of the dinghy in high winds 

should be avoided, and beaching the dinghy is only permitted in an emergency.   

Those using the dinghy are responsible to provide PFD’s for everyone onboard, and bringing a handheld VHF radio.  

Obey the capacity plate attached to the transom for the allowable, gear, and passenger loads. 

The dinghy has 5 air chambers: 2 side chambers, a bow chamber, a floor chamber, and a keel chamber under the floor. 

Maximum pressure for the sides and bow is 3.5 psi, and 5 psi for the floor and keel.  The side and bow chambers may be 

inflated to lower than maximum pressures and remain serviceable, 2.0 - 3 pounds seems to be adequate for most users. 

The floor and keel chambers are more stable nearer their maximum pressure. Please take the time to properly inflate 

the dinghy.  If you choose to use the thwarts, insert them before filling the side and bow chambers. 

Please do not attempt to use the patch kit without knowing proper PVC boat repair procedures first. Repairs should not 

normally be attempted with the boat in the water. 

The dinghy should always be stored in the rack upside down to prevent it from collecting water and debris.  The dinghy 

must be stored partially deflated.  It is necessary to partially deflate the dinghy in order to remove it, or put it in the skiff 

rack.  If you arrive at the skiff rack and find the dinghy will not easily slide out of the rack, further deflate the air 

chambers.  Warm weather will cause the dinghy to expand making it difficult to remove from the rack. 

After inflating the dinghy, attach the oars to the oarlocks with the retainers to prevent the oars from becoming 

separated from the dinghy. 

When launching the dinghy, be careful of barnacles, mussels, rock, metal or wood hazards etc. at the landings, or 

anywhere you take the boat, especially at lower tides. The dinghy material is strong, but it could be cut or punctured by 

such hazards. Avoid allowing sharp objects to contact the dinghy. 

When stowing the dinghy, reduce all 5 chamber pressures to the point where it fits smoothly in the rack and there is no 

risk of overpressure damage from heat or sun. For storage, the dinghy should be deflated to the point where the side 

chambers and bow chamber does not register on the air pumps gauge, and all the chambers are pliable. All 5 chambers 

must be way below working pressure in storage. 

By signing below SLYC Member/Dinghy user hereby acknowledges that they have read, understand, and agree to abide 

by the above procedures, and agree to freely assume all risk, liability, and hazard related to use of dinghy and holds 

harmless SLYC and its members.   SLYC Member Name (printed):       

     Signature:     Date:    


